Willington Lower School

Witlingron is a great school in the heart of
our village

COPLE LOWER SCHOOL

1! November 2016
Dear Parents/Carers,

Please find altached a consultation document regarding the proposed merger of Cople and Willington
Lower Schools. This follows the decisions taken in the last year, as a result of previous consultations,
to exiend the age range of the schools and to become a federation.

Every school has a unique Department of Education number. By consulting on whether we become
one scheool, the legal process dictates that one school has to discontinue in order that we only retain
one number. It makes no practical difference which school ‘discontinues’ and which school
‘continues’, as the schools will come together with equal status under a new name {chosen by
yourselves and our local communities).

This consultation is led by Bedford Borough Council and they have selected Willington as the school
to be ‘discontinued’, but, as stated above, this is just a paper exercise so please do nof be alarmed.
We have been open about our plans at every stage and wish to engage with you directly in this
important pracess. We remain fully committed to ensuring the best possible educational provision for
your children and are looking forward {o developing new and exciting opportunities in the years
ahead, on both sites.

In order that you can feel involved in this process, we would urge you to firstly read the document
carefully and to come along to one of our consultation meetings:

Tuesday 15" November 7pm at Cople Lower School
Wednesday 16" November 7pm at Willington Lower School

This will be an opportunity to hear more about our plans and to ask questions.
it would help us to prepare for the meeting if you could let us have any questions ahead of fime using
the slip below.

We want to provide an opportunity for open discussion and o ensure a clear and transparent process
and for you to be able to respond to the consultation feeling fully informed.

AR —

Yours sincerely

elen Johnson Elizabeth Dun
Headteacher Headteacher
Cople Lower Scheol Willington Lower School

Please complete and return to either scheol office

l/we will be able/not able to attend the meeting on November 15%/November 16™ {Please delete as
appropriate)

I would like the following question(s} to be addressed (please continue on a separate piece of paper if
necessary)
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