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             A Values School
OUR VALUE THIS MONTH:
TRUST
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Stars of the Week in February were: 
Reception: Johnny; Brogan; Lily
Year 1: Olivia Owen; Sam; Tasmin
Year 2: Harvey; Harry; Dylan;
Year 3: Eden; Isobel; Lelan;
Year 4: Mila; Lewis; Harrison
Headteacher’s Awards for February went to:
Zachary for fantastic independent writing
Lunchtime Awards for February went to:

Elliot, Lelan, Isobel and Myles.
Magical Maths certificates were given to everyone who attended.
Achievements Outside School:
Sophia Baugh who achieved her white senior belt in Karate;

Olivia Parker who was star of the week in tap dancing;
Harriet Chaplin who has become a seconder in Brownies and also achieved Level 8 gymnastics award.

Eden Wallace-Toovey who achieved proficiency awards Level 6 and 7 in gymnastics.

The Golden Ticket draw from the Values Box was won by Camille for sweeping up after someone else dropped pencil sharpenings.  Very responsible behaviour. And to  Zachary for independently creating a guide to the Green Cross Code to help others.  Well done also to  Sam who offered to lend James the talking tin when James was upset.
Well done  to everyone!
STAFF UPDATE
Mrs Diane Bolger has joined us as our teaching assistant in Oak Class and we have appointed Miss Victoria Harrison to cover Mrs Louise Buisson’s maternity leave. Mrs Buisson will be leaving on 24th March and Miss Harrison will be coming in for a few visits before the end of term to get to know everyone.    
NEWS FROM OAKS

General News

Egypt is proving to be a really enjoyable topic which the children are engrossed in. A particularly captivating moment was our mummification ceremony. After studying the way that the process was carried out in ancient Egypt the children prepared everything necessary to undertake our own ceremony (including a body and organs!) They then acted out the ceremony before using photos taken to inform an instruction writing task.
Sports Competition
An enthusiastic team consisting of Year Three and Four pupils took part in a gymnastics competition at Lincroft School. The team was led and trained by Miss McTernan and we are proud to say that they have made it through to the next round!
Mrs Louise Buisson
NEWS FROM ACORNS
February seems to have flown by but Acorn Class has been very busy.

We have continued our study of castles and during design technology lessons we made a cardboard castle each, with a working drawbridge. You can see them on display in the classroom.

After half term we had an exciting day out to Rockingham Castle. We were able to see many of the feature of castles we had been learning about, including the portcullis, towers, bailey, battlements and keep. We all got very excited that there was a dungeon and we could go inside and see where people were chained up and imprisoned.  The toilet in the dungeon caused great hilarity especially as it appeared to have only just been used! (a fake stool had been placed there)
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When we came back to school we wrote about our trip using the picture we had taken to remind us. We wrote loads. For some reason we all wrote about the toilet and the deposit we found!!
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We are looking forward now to Spring and seeing the days get longer and nature coming to life again. We will be looking at how things grow and becoming gardeners ourselves.
Mrs Heidi Smith
NEWS FROM SQUIRRELS
Squirrels enjoyed a very exciting event in February –their first school trip!

We went to visit a real castle – Rockingham Castle – to see what life would have been like when the castle was first built. We were taken on a tour by a castle guide and listened carefully as we learned about all the things that happened to the castle in its 900 year history. Talia got to bang the gong in the kitchen, this was used to summon everyone to dinner; Sebastian pulled the bell outside the kitchen door – no one was allowed to enter the kitchen without permission, even the king!

We all tried on a knight’s helmet and discovered how heavy they would be to wear.

At the end of the visit we all felt very proud when our guide told us that we had listened well and were a credit to ourselves and to our teachers.
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Squirrels with Mrs Staley and Mrs Wiltshire 

(Mrs Pozella is behind the camera!)

This month there was also a mufti day and cake sale. Squirrels provided an amazing amount of cakes so thank you to all who contributed.
Mrs Julia Staley
MOTHERS’ DAY CELEBRATIONS

We had a fantastic turnout for our special event on Friday 4th March. The morning began with Mrs Dun and Mrs Staley greeting all our mums with coffee or tea and a pastry in our new building. 
The mums were then invitied to join their children to be pampered and join in various art activities, followed by our Celebration Assembly with added entertainment! Once again Mrs Parker led the choir in some lovely singing and a great time was had by all.
ELECTIONS
As a result of the consultation process, we have appointed 2 governors for the new federated governing body, which will take effect from 1st April 2016. Mrs Vicky Maples and Mrs Julia Staley were unopposed in their nomination for parent governor and staff governor respectively. The first meeting of the new full governing body will take place after the Easter Holiday.
SPRING TERM 2016 - AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
Please take note, Clubs last session dates are as follows:-

Wednesday – Science (8 wks)    9th March 

Friday – Dodgeball (10 wks)       18th March
Monday – Football (10 wks)      21st March

Remember to book any additional Care Club sessions that you may require.
SAINSBURYS ACTIVE KIDS VOUCHERS

Once again Willington Lower School will be collecting the Active Kids vouchers from Sainsbury’s.  The scheme is running at all Sainsbury’s stores, petrol stations and when ordering groceries online.

Collecting vouchers enables us to ‘buy’ a wide variety of playtime and sports equipment for the school, so please bring your vouchers into the school.  Remember to ask friends, grandparents and neighbours to donate their vouchers to us as well.
FRIENDS OF WILLINGTON LOWER SCHOOL
Dates for your diary:

18th March – Easter Egg Hunt

 3.30pm at school

27th May – Mufti Day (£1 donation per child) 

Pre-Loved Uniform Sale - 3.30pm

2nd July – Summer Fayre at the village hall

2.00 – 4.00pm.

22nd July – End of term Picnic & Bouncy Castle 3.30 – 5.30pm at the village hall.

CONTACT DETAILS REMINDER

The website address is now:-

www.willingtonschool.education
Our email address: office@willingtonlowerschool.org 

Our phone number: 01234 838280. 
Care Club Contact Number - between the hours of 7.50am-8.50am and 3.30pm-6.00pm, please continue to use the mobile number as previously advised:  07719 074675.
SNOW DAY PROCEDURES

Please be advised that in the event of snow we will try to maintain normal opening hours.  However, please be aware that if some of teaching staff cannot make it into school that day the school will be run as activity sessions.

For information and updates on school closures please visit the Bedford Borough Council website and look for the school closure page.  The link for the school closures page is www.bedford.gov.uk/schoolclosures/  

The school will endeavour to inform you by text & email as early as possible.  With this in mind, please ensure the school has all up to date email addresses and mobile telephone numbers. 
Remember that you also need to keep these details up to date on Parentmail through your own accounts as well.
DIARY DATES: 
You will see I have included later dates in the Diary Dates section to give you more notice – and more details will follow nearer the time of each event.
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8th 

9th 

14th 

23rd 

24th 
APR

11th 
12th
13th 
19th 

MAY

2nd 

4th 

23rd to 25th
27th
JUNE
6th 
7th 

8th 15th 

20th 

JULY
7th 

8th 

15th 

22nd 
	Red Cross Talk for Oak Class
Whole School Topic Enrichment Day

Full Governor’s Meeting

Gymnastics Competition

Church Service 9.30

Last day of term
Staff Training Day

Children return to school

Full Governing Body Meeting at 7pm

Willington and Cople KS2 children singing together at St Lawrence’s Church.  Concert 2.15pm
Bank Holiday. School closed

Cricket Tournament

Oak Class Residential Trip to Frontiers Activity Centre 
Last day of half term

Children return

Inter-school Athletics Competition

Tennis Competition

Quadkids Competition

KS2 Sing On performance at Bedford Corn Exchange
KS1 Tournament at Wilden Lower School

Move Up Day

Sports Day afternoon, tbc

Leavers’ Church service 9.30am

Last day of term


AUTISM BEDFORDSHIRE

Please find attached information regarding an Autism Bedfordshire training evening for parents in April.
 
Booking details and further information regarding this free session can be found on the page attached.
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Parenting a child with Autism or Social 
Communication Disorder 
An evening lecture for parent & carers 

Jennifer Wilson (CAMHS Psychologist) and the CAMHS Learning Disability Team in partnership with Autism 

Bedfordshire will be running an evening lecture to 

support parents and carers to understand and manage behaviours consistent with Autism. 

Date: Wednesday 13th April 2016 

Time: Arrival 6.15pm for a prompt 6.30pm start until 9pm 
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Venue: Dunstable Fire Station, Brewers Hill Road, Dunstable LU6 1AA 

Parking: Please park in the fire station car park 

Tea & Coffee will be provided 

To register for your FREE place please contact Autism 

Bedfordshire (01234) 214871 or enquiries@autismbeds.org 

Content of the session will focus on; 
 Anxiety 
 Managing Challenging Behaviour 
 Communication 
Please be aware that the above topics are covered in more detail as part of our six week parent training programme which is deliver across the county.
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